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ABSTRACT Objective: To investigate the different expression of Th17 type cytokines in the peripheral blood of rheumatoid arthri-
tis patients with rheumatoid factor positive (RF") and rheumatoid factor negative (RF’). Methods: 51 RA patients including RF* and RF-
and 20 healthy subjects were studied. The percentage of Th17 cell in single PBMC was determined by flow cytometry and the levels of
IL-17 and IL-6 in plasma were detected by Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) in all subjects. Results: Th17 cell and the con-
centrations of IL-6 and IL-17 were significantly higher in RA patients than in healthy controls. Furthermore, Th17 and the concentra-

tions of IL-6 and IL-17 in RF* cases were higher than that in RF- cases. Conclusions: Different immune reaction and inflammation ex-

pression in RA patients with or without RF may relate with the differences of the expression of Th17 type cytokine.
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Tablel Comparision of TH17 cell in RF*, RF- and health control cases

group difference of rank-sum
No.land No2 16.5000
Noland No3 41.2500
No2 and No3 24.7500

margin P

14.3733 <0.0500
14.5831 <0.0500
15.7837 <0.0500

Nol:RF positive cases, No2:RF negetive cases, No3:control. cases
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S5XF B AL, RA B (RF RF) 4 I IL-17 . 1L-6 5 &
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Table 2 Comparision of IL-17 in RF*, RF" and health control cases

group difference of rank-sum margin P
No.land No2 16.6905 14.3728 <0.0500
Noland No3 41.6417 14.5826 <0.0500
No2 and No3 249512 15.7832 <0.0500

Nol:RF positive cases,No2:RF negetive cases,No3:control. cases

% 3 RF'.RF BERIFRASMNE M [L-6 LERLE
Table 3 Comparision of IL-6 in RF', RF and health control cases

group difference of rank-sum margin P
No.land No2 14.6310 14.3721 <0.0500
Noland No3 36.4083 14.5819 <0.0500
No2 and No3 21.7774 15.7824 <0.0500

Nol:RF positive cases ,No2:RF negetive cases ,No3:control. cases
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