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The role of Mast cells in Atherosclerosis
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ABSTRACT: Atherosclerosis whichisthepathologicalbasisofcoronaryheartdisease isconsideredachronicinflammatorydisease, involv-
ing many inflammatory cells such as macrophages and T-lymphocytes. Mast cells is an important immune cells, its function is discussed
more in the role of hypersensitivity. Pathology studies have shown an increased presence of the mast cell, an important inflammatory
effector cell in allergy and host defense, in (peri)vascular tissue during plaque progression, which may point towards a causal role for
mast cells. In this review, we discuss recent evidence on the role of mast cells in the progression of atherosclerosis and give insight in the
therapeutic potential of modulation of mast cell function in these processes to atherosclerosis.
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