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Advances in the Study of Berberine
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ABSTRACT: Berberine is an isoquinoline alkaloid that is present in numerous Chinese plants of Coptis and the genera Berberis.
These herbs have commonly been used in Chinese traditional medicine for the treatment of "damp-heat" syndromes. Several traditional
remedies that are used in the treatment of theumatic diseases are based on extracts of plants which belong to the genera Berberis. As one
of the main active ingredients of these extracts, berberine are demonstrated to exert significant properties of in treating autoimmune diseas-
es, diabetes, tumor, diarrhea, and so on.Berberine has wide physiologic function and has great potential for structural modification. Fur-
ther studies in animals and humans are needed to know the full potential of this vital component of herbal medicine.
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