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ABSTRACT: Recombinant protein expression and purification is one of the vital sections for structure determination and function
study of proteins. Detection and selection of host strain containing target protein, low-yield recombinant protein expression by
insolubility, low-recovery ratio, instability and proteolysis etc., which always lead to difficulties in high-throughput protein purification
processes. Recently, the co-expression methods of target protein fused polypeptides or protein as tag have successfully overcome this
problem to a large extent. Therefore, selecting appropriate tag of protein purification for various property of proteins is the key portion. In
this paper, the progresses on several traditional tag proteins (His-tag, Arg-tag, Flag-tag, GST-tag, MBP-tag etc.) are reviewed. Moreover,
several recently developed tag proteins (Si-tag, Halo-tag, intein-CBD-tag, ELPs-tag etc.) and the prospective in this field are also
discussed.
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Sy TNH B E A I3 5 d) A BT AR 6 A s €) xR Z
BOEEAA ST, RS hRE A (OB FEE T &
SR e f A A, (R A XA 2 278 B R 1 RO P 1
BRI T I U — O E DL O 1 2 — APl R
{S I v pv et | ETWN RN Th e mw 71T B - S LT S
SCHE 1B 5 TURI % S8R AR A R RERH B, 58 T LART AR
% (Si-tag, Halo-tag, F BY UI bR 45 45 ), A0 41 1 B AT T Ji 2L 1
s GG AR L, R T BT ) A S Rl
P R F I, T 1 AT R BB B b 28 4 1 el

AT o
| RS EE SRR

FEGE R 1 (ZIKOPR 25 (His-tag, Arg-tag, Flag-tag ) 3%
SEMRALAE IR, th T ENTRA L 10 DRI 2 ik, 15
ARR TR B AN KB W 8 B A 4544 5 45 %8 8 11 (GST-tag,
MBP-tag %5 )BR faf fb 1 4life 25, 2 iR EA 1R HArE A
fil 5 AR REHE IR AN MR
1.1 His—tag

TLAE 1975 4 Paroth JMSE AR HH 9 6 8 25 TR AT 8 11
SLEAR  FBAWIAIH Cu Zo* BAaife T A EH . 1458
22 S AR 2 AT T2 N 2T R M R R R
LRI AL (BN 412 PR (his ) BRI B | 21 R 2R (cys) B i , (2
TR (trp) )| IR 6 26 ) A7 5 22 O R OO A% S v T4 4, B —
S o A 4 4 B T (Co¥, Cu, NI, Zn, Fe™* %5 ) Je A il {7 4%
o TR A BTIRE bR R IR B 5 i 5 A R Y o
FEfA b, SRR UL B b BRE (A B B2 pH {45 )4 B AR
FAHA

SRS [7] B B A 42 s 7 1 B9 AL Tk A i S A PR
S22k P D I 1 4 S PR S I P R A P
K2 N Jm e T RS R -

Immobilized metal ions
Cu?*>Nj?*> Co* >Zn*
— >

Increased specificity

Increased adsorption
<

IDA® > NTA* > CM-Asp* > TED®
Chelating ligands
B 1 £EEFME b

Fig. 1 comparison of properties of metal ions and ligands

2 ERBTEARERNEREEE
Fig. 2 Schematic of Metal ions chelating chromatography

AR 48 BT 5 5 N s B BN [ (4 BE M (Elution
Buffer), a2l AR VY pH Bl 78 I — 2656 M35, Hochuli E
N I [F] ] T His6-tag 42 B 25 & 2T 4k T A M BRIiE 5
iy, fERERM T EHAE AL LT EZ — WASFIH
His-tag T 2 WDy FH TR AGAT 3, Bk, W 3L 30 4 e <5
HEA ML, 1 H ik S0 2 AT LI7E pHA~ 10 JE [
P, gk, SRAS R (AN PR 3R, ERERAIN) , I 2 7 T A8 M 500 45 3 B
FPIE R AT,

1.2 Arg5.6—tag

K AR (Arg) : Y250 5 pI=10.76,, ‘& i I Y 12 1 2 4K
(pKa {8)12.48 )& THoiPE 2 02, 7EMVE , ik, s 3R 45 T
HBJE T IEHLA o Brewer SIS — IR HIR T Arg6-tag TEAIAL IR
BME TN HAREZE E.coli B ATE pH=5 L) Lai i
Hfr, AR RT LASE— 0 i BH B 728 2 M 7E pH>5.5 BV
Wi, SRS RERARN pl (HE RIS T HRKE B
CF1 A% Arg FRZYIBR , i )5 PR &ad — K BH B 2840 2 AT 45 3]
B BinE A EERAKES B A)ZERGUNE AR ATt &5
A BEREE B4, O HARE— ™), bR E R R
S H AR R

—‘l\,:_zwms-mgpmlcm @Pmtcm contaminants Cationic eluent O carboxypeptidase

3 Arg-tag FREAL BB HFEEREE

Fig. 3 Schematic of arg-tag protein purification

1.3 FLAG—tag

FLAG-tag, [l Asp-Tyr-Lys-Asp-Asp-Asp-Asp-Lys, &% ]
FHF 28 (R AN G s A2 AT BT — A 2 K 4 Horh oy
TR FER Tyr EHURPUAR RN RN ER i
TP S A R 7 A A I AT R v T AR MR BT T AL T
N i )T £ 1 R A 2R (Asp ) WT A B Tyr (B ltk . 20k C o
75~ EHEHR (Lys-Asp-Asp-Asp-Asp-Lys ) 4 i — 12K ¥ 51
] RETE e B B S 1 = 42 1 SR Y, 7P bl i 51 s E)
KSR KM, K KSR T FLAG Bl & Fr% iIBTE M. i@
A SRR (ML, M2 i MS)HFIZARE 45 & M1 & Ca**
AR, R N I F A FLAG-tag BilG 82 14, 7T LURE 2
&7 EDTA VEBEE 1 M2 AT Ca> K481 H, T LA
N it 1 C i ) il 2 1, POt i A, T AR F 2% pH
S IN FLAG £ ik 5 40 b 158 1 3 14, Futatsumori-Sugai M
SEFIH 0.5-1M 1 Arginine-HC1, 7 pH3.5~ 4.4 fIUEI 4R
WAREFS 2] T & 1 MsbA, JNK3, Caf ;M5 WAKIS T Ca*, fit
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P N 3 Met-FLAG-tag FYRl& A 1™,
1.4 GST—tag

Smith DB — IR A4 T A H Ik -S- # B EE(GST)TE N
BB AR H TFE E.coli th 335 4L AMNR L 1, 26KDa ) GST
B HAS I W RS R R, R LARE A A B AR A N-/C-
Uito GST ZEAZHTRMG IR ERT GSH L4 455 3 B B8 HHEE L
g b, GST jiid 5 GSH AHEAEFIH BArak A B e 205 o
S5 M E AR E ] 10 mM E JFEH A DEH BRTE RN 19 25148 T 1%
% . Prescission 25 [ it , #E L[ , 5% Xa K77 F T2 1% GST #r
AR A LU PR A4S S 7EE U B UIE], SOE VR T T
TERB T OIH], LG BN PR . Bl GST AR ISR &
ol e R A R H AT AR, (HE 5 H A bR % (MBP,
NusA S5 )L, BRCR IR,
1.5 MBP-tag

MBP (822 2P F25- G M) R RGFTE K12 f 3K malE
B8, 396 NEFERRA LN W h 26 M EERIE ST
51, %) 40KDa, fe 23Rk 1) MBP 2l {37 B 40t 8 s o il
) MBP 4352 el 2 2P A R e 45 5 RE T, L o-1-4
W 555 (RE R 43 L 0 ) A 25 A B[] — M 4 B i 445 45 S8 B
S, CFPHES o3 ) U B FH G . 455 a2 2h
(maltose) =AY MBP Gl H 5 )5 AT LAjE 2 20-100 mM 22

ZHE TP g BN

FIF MBP & PRI E [0 FB R AT T T LR 3A
AR, Bl pCG806,pMAL-c2 45 F AR 172 1] ek 2 4
J& 52, 1iii pCG150, pMAL-p2 2844 i1 malB J P 2 B 1 {55 ik
5, AT LUK H AR I 3RGA AT AT pMAL-c2 #i {4
TEAR B IA R LG pMAL-p2 AR 74 L JA 5 i ik At
%, AFE Y EE R0 TTh AR SRR E |, (EU A0 ot 2
— R IR RIR I E A e R AR T & L
X BRI o 1M pMAL-p2 s {A K I E A T AR A b
R (HR AL HE T8 R IER T, O ELA0 M B 2%
FED AT BARE A R4

MBP-tag [ 1 AE# R B4 8 A9 A, 5 — D E A 5T
R B REIEIESE AR AT PERIA O 1 MBP-tag STCIATREF
A £, — Rl e HARE ) C 3, Hewitt SNPUR ) 95 -k
VT A% A R AL FTE E. coli T7 Fk R R ok (A
TE AVA-MBP #{k h F3k i, 62 %I T 4 8 (1 15 8] AT i 1k %
I8 AEVRSNEE I AR 5~ Xa ADRARZEDIRR , 3 SME B AR I B3k
Z e Dalken BPY 21 1 — i ik (AR 2 11 1 (Furin) 76 44 A 5¢
IV BRRAE 7 1, B — AL T 2l P BR

25 b BATRAL S bR 3R B (2O R T ZL B AR —
FH

*® 1 EEHEA(SREEHETEMRS

Table 1 The main merits and demerits of traditional protein (peptides) tags

Tags Merits Demerits
6~10 amino acid; Expensive matrices;
- Widespread applicability either in mild or denatured interference of host proteins in mammalian cells;
is-tag
conditions(especially for recombinant protein purification in Occurring metal ion transfer or MIT;
E.coli) Hidden in target protein without function .
Arg-tag 5~6 amino acid non-specific or inefficient cleavage.
) Expensive matrices;
Small peptides; ) ) »
) » ) ) Low affinity, mild conditions;
FLAG-tag available to facilitate aspects of protein detection and ) ) )
) ) ) ) Preparation for antibody and FLAG peptides;
immune-affinity chromatography purification ) ) )
non-specific or inefficient cleavage.
) Metabolic burden;
GST-tag Enhancement of soluble expression
Less effect than other soluble tags
) Metabolic burden;
MBP-tag Better enhancement of soluble expression

Loss of protein stability and solubility following tag removal

2 HEOREEATRLR

HERAFMLL T2 Bk EHE A MR,
F RIS, BiF 5 3 A B30 S 5 o v A AT B , v e 1) S
Ko R T RIS AL AL , SEX — B bR, AR AL
i ZIIRE B AR TR (1 ) BAE 3X — 40U, AR FRATHe
PPN
2.1 FESRIRE(Si-tag)
EAREREZ Z K0 IR R s 53 48 28 fL PRl

KRR N e R 1 G(B Z5H380) il LSRR LS B 1E
G AR P, His6-tag 1 Arg9-tag T 2H 8 il i A iR 1
FE B AR AR E B B R T Y, (H R 5k SRR S 25 5 1Y 22 I
SRR Z R SE R BAR, WA LB T k. ERER TS
[P (AR T A S SRS 5 T AR AR L2 28 1 (BD Si-tag 2R ) . TH
1k Bacillus steurotlzermophilus ] 23sRNA FIAZ#HA L2 5 %
T L2 A RNA 25850, i B2 ZE 1B N- 35l C- i
2 —EB o RN E AL BRG HEAL ™, X L2 85 45 i 2= w
FERIGEEN L2 B (IR, iR N- il C- iy —
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AT IX IR A7 T AR 2 T A o X P sl o S5 A AR T — L
FIRTCIF AR 14 R P 5 - B K v B I R AR 3, iR K i
e PEEH L S SE MR BRI M B 2 RS A A X PSS
Y78 Ffn4k 4 (coupled folding and binding) , 5 52 (A FE Wi T £ 5E
IR A, Folt Kuroda A PV & SUARHATE B L2 RELIEE K
HIZE G A G A LRER IR |

L2 AR N I 60 MEILFRFN C- 55l 71 MR ILF A
R IE LT (Arg, Lys, His 45) , % HL 502 10.9, —SBREMRHE
INFE A IR AE, M T vhi TP EHNZE Y Si0, 27 A
TR : SiO+H0—-SiOH , pKa=7; £ HPE sl Bl M i h 43
KRR -Si0™ Fl HY &5+ X HEAEM RN B SRR — 2 i
faf231, Gao BPUAEIAHE Y Diatomite(fik 4 ) A5 L 52 2.0, 76
pH>2 A ik e A B . Frlh, 78 pH=2~ 8 JE I AT AE S
TR A RSB A 5T T o (HJR:, Tkeda TPV ERRHS L2
2 Z AR R R B AR S R . L2 B4
G BIREAT RIS , Wi R T0 T kB AR AR 5|k £ i 4G
G B IR EHE R, S BRI P . FE2)
LR, TR o BEEAN B B L5Hdi/b, i JC R S5 H Y
BB HA 48 22 5 BROBIAE TR (1 0 IX AR A P N % 3 3 HE R 5
T B4 L 2 1 B9 hydropholic siloxane site (-Si-O-Si-) %& A= i 7K A
HAEH. DAk seAn (bt m R R k. R 4.

Central domain(folded)

N-terminus(unfolded)
C-terminus(unfolded)

Absorption | Conformational

adaptation(fast)

Q O Silica surface

4 Si-tag TERERTIRTE T A RN AT 25 Y R B R 228 T

Fig. 4 Scheme describing protein irreversible adsorption to a silica surface

1 GFP B A, 5 L2 MAM K (1-273a2) LI AR
[ X Bt (N- i 1-60aa), (61-202aa), (C- ¥ 203-273aa),
(1-60aa,203-273aa ) G5 L Fik , K L2 HAFEELRER
B E AR VE T, s T AR 3% 174 [ 52 A B, e SR B2 R )
L2 B AP0 XS54, LR 254 T poly-Arg [94E H £t
2 20-100 £5PY, 3 H A IR G Si-tag B4 8 (U A5k R 2
A ALK RBe sk A G ARG R e Bk A b, e MR
JC Si-tag ffY) 4~5 £559 , 4lifb ] PERIS Si-tag-ProteinA fif 7t
AIIRE] 81 %, 4lifFiAH] 86 %, F His-tag 2l LA b AL A 4L
BECEE AR, HE W LIE S A IRE AR (Le., urea)
TR Si-tag Slifb AR LR A A R 1 Si-tag-BAP
(HEWE AR, BUEE A= 1 43 313k 5 93 % .95 %P9, Li J 4577
FHREMER B LT K Bk 44k L2(252-273)-SUMO-EGFP,
B3 2ol Y EGFP & (93 %), SUMO fE 4o ] ik e ik
FEE ARG 2T o

TEEA S, VRN Si-tag AU AT BE I M T,
)5 # AT RE 45 A e rE Uk R, R AR I < -SiOH + M —
SiOM* + H*, Ir LUt 5 it 2 IN HCI Ab3 A= RS0

gi -, WLVE Sitag R B a) 5 HALEFZT
A LTk 5 TT L3524 resin T ligand (%0 TE 1 FH 5 b) ik ik 25
Gyl , I HRTREA MBI ; ¢) 17 = (E.coli) H B E
e /b 5 RN R 45 A 5 d) ZEBKIY pH SR, Sk e, LA K
Z355 (urea) ,DTT,EDTA 2544k &4 N #4935 A (H 2 AEd i
SRR A AT RE SR — SRl B 1 PTG
2.2 Halo-Tag

Halo-tag fill &5 4745 /& Promega /3R] & HY , AT LU ik R 1%
HI RS TR R AR ZOE R s i, LR
FUT AL A2 BOBIFSE o 1A 25 J2 AZTER 1 I (DhaA) 6 1K Y 54
FRAEME <1 2 it (29 34KDa) sl IR 1), B e 5 &8k bk R A
AL RN EE A TR AR A — S T LR A R D gt Y 2%
T, T SE AR N, (RS — S 2 SR B9 B Af R 5 1 R
fiff (DhaA ) {4k, 5 fh e J 7K A S AL O b S BB F s
1 FH TR W B b i sk i1 42, Asp106 57 4% B0 Bk o 4 I A ik
JRF GEREGRN), BR—MESNLaY, R5.%2
His272 BRI LA FE0 , KA F 2 i A A K ol e e
PP, s R XK His272 2848k Phe, SR R N IE
AR, BN XA IR — AN BUK A4S W S A Dl
AP K S TR E TEAE , PRI 2828 At S LR BR S X P 45
S TR s o

-} Halo-tag # A S ke v] LA 45 Fh Il BE T, 91 407
JFR EMFRE , B R (RN ZEERL 3 TMR (diAcFAM, 5%
RN LR AE Y R RS EAERE A IS | B35 28 (Glass slides )
85 T LAEAL R AN S 45 & T Halo-tag AL,
S I 2 R AT A A5 R 1 R A e T )
HRSEAFR, BARS DNA A8 0052 07 L4 i Pr2e i
G 5, 3 2. Los GV 45| F TMR FECA7E Hela 41 i Hh 1
7 p65-Halo Tag 2% TNF-o #ill 38 B 2 3588 3 LI M p65-Halo
Tag 5 IkB Ja 3 F . 1kB & L R A YA HHLET . Svendsen S.
i FZHARRF 9T T8 A R AN R0 12 07, Fes Fn i
AR, R IS B KR A R AR LRI R ()™,
I X} halo-tag T 20 2K 1912 1K A0 WA 52 BHRS I BT AR 2K H AR
EABRAR L1 20

1 FiZhn s SR 2 ) DR AR 2 i L b o e R 4l
Akt R R DL BRET 20 B VR S A HE R R 2 A T AR R
GEEE AR, A B R A S A, X TR T SR
7 5 17 A B ) B2, AT A JE AR O 2R 1 6k Al AR, O HLiR
K BLZRRE R T A AR BRI TE Ecoi kRS
rft Ohana RF M55 1) 23 Fislik i A EER FI(WM=9~ 155K da)
JFFE R4, A T Halo-tag 5 Hifth = k32 (MBP, GST, His)
RIJLREE . DL Halo-tag Sy ARas Feikid & BRI M HAR B A
74 % , A = 5 & 1) MBP-tag {45 52 %, 4R/ TR
F 60KDa [, Halo-TAG ik AT 5 37 %, 73 4MAAL
H MBP-tag H£iA N 12.5 %, 4ifb H i 6 i F i, Halo-tag
IR 5 R 4R 95 %L |, Al AR 25 v (GST-tag) i 2
Feik 3 FhaliF B AGAT] 62~ 84 %, T AN Fik &
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gt g X R A JR & MRS (PKCe, Sre, PI3Kce, PKACa,
AEGFR,MW= 40~126KDa) f| Halo-tag #7 A &l {k , %5
HEK293T 4ififif5 B AR 7 B AE 75 %L b SiEETE 95 %L
o MIHZ T His-tag, FLAG-tag, 3% FLAG-tag 15 % & &
30-60 %, 4EETE 70 % LA FU, J340, FH Halo-tag £ AR AT AR fb
LRI . FESRASURRT A5 Tk T BT,
PRI TR SR e S5 A, S5 S M i 28R FE
Ak BTS2 vERE PR ; T BLAE AT LAFI F HaloLinkTM 4 iK%
ARSHURM ST RS ST, 20 SR L h A 3 2
TEREUAR , )5 , Halo-tag M\ HFRZE 1 I 2B EF H Promega
A TEA 1208 N- %2 A (HQ)stag, ] TEA BRI 1%
R k5, 7T LA 2848 HisLink™ Resin 4% TEA i &B%, Flili B
WEH .

5 I+, Halo-tag H ARHHA B B A0S B i R Ao T2 AH
BN, FE SR A RN AR T BR AR T BB AT AR
TEHA N T2 587G B, TS EEE R R R RS
Yynr i Bl AR BEAR A 9B A BN , et , M AL
T TCAE SR 5 B AR B AT L2 DI REAL s T B 0 LA SR A 24
FE , RN 7E — 26 LA™ I O A8 T A AR O Re s s iR sl AL B T
ST 5 0 P R PR 2R 3 AR K P 33 A R B Y Rk

St S 4,
A

Binding group
(Chloroalkane) Functicnal

group
W,

Halo—tég ligand

Protein of Halo-tag
Interest Protein

5 Halo-tag EAHAERIHA™
Fig. 5 Schematic of the HaloTag technology

2 REKThEEEH™
Table 2 Different functional groups

Fluorescent ligands Surfaces Reactive ligands

Many different colors Nonmagnetic Attach functional

Cell permeableligands resin group of choice
Cell non-permeable ligands ~ Magnetic resin i.e. PET ligands,
Glass slides MR reagents---

23 HHBHYIhEEIRE

2.3.1 IMPACT™ system P& BRA S AL T s & bR 5%
M 46 fk & %t , Intein Mediated Purification with an Affinity
Chitin-binding Tag (IMPACT ), i &l k. {4 2 ) F > 1 TRy % £
B AE iU 6803 (Synechocystis sp. PCC 6803) i — B i B PN &
Jik (intein ) 5 JL T B4k & &5 H38( CBD ) H &1 B A0 — 4~ 35 Aild
2 K B AREE U B A KA N-/C- 0, e A A BNl A R
T AT pH SR I B IR AEEE(DTT) | B- Fii 3k £ B el
it & R M AR 2 R B ¥ ¥, Zhang A 4§ ¥4 mini-intein
(20-30KDa) fil A Lk GFP 2 5 b A6 I 25 19 nl ok ik, 4lifb A%
FRYE A AEEIAF) 90 %L b Sun L 255058 i3 SRms e & N &

KA B E E7E CBD RIR L, M —Fhali A i3 r i (2
J2& , IMPACT ™system ZfL 3R A — B E A RICR MR,
Cui C SFFIIFTE A B AR A R IB KR, i 2RIk 1 8
P4 R e N & A T intein /S 806R%E 1 3Y U0 AR . AT
SR HIE s 2SI )7 0k intein (9 N 3 A RS SIS 5B
s, THBR TR RIS IS A STRRA R, A 6 IR o IR R
BRI R B 1 d AR 1 B R Y Il B, an D0 28R
M, ARRR AR A DD LR AR 20

-
| L ==
. z

" Intein CBD — 4 ® otein cBD

Intein  cgp

B
¥
Intein  CBD

6 TEm IR B 5

Fig. 6 Site-mutation against self-cleavage

2.3.2 Elastin—like peptides tag 2531475 £ JIk, Elastin-like
peptides, ELPs 35 ( Val-Pro-Gly-Xaa-Gly )n, Xaa 2% T 2R
PAAMOAT IR, n 7 20-330 ZZJH] %40 0] & A ik AR g
Wit A, RIFEAR T AAS IR Tt i), 2 K& IS T A AE,
MET Tehy, ZRS RAERE RERE S N SMEE,
& 7, i Tt AT Xaa B4R B g, LA A & 57 3]
ELPs V& | @il 26 11 A 40 5 R/ R AT B8 ol 52
M3, Conley AJ MISEHg H FEAR Y Fik RGEH ELPs Arag i
TEAE ML, 30 A Val-Gly-Val-Pro-Gly @ & J¥ 51 ali i/
SRR

T<Tt
The supernatant
after lysing the cells

Assembling
ELP-tag protein

7 ELP- EAEHALEE
Fig. 7 Schematic of ELP-tag protein purification

JE kA NHs AT-CM intein 15 ELPs RZHIA1E—ik, HAR
H A B RETE intein §) C i, 2T — B9 A 4EL A (XL
B E BT UIRAERRZE ) , WG ELPs A] LU7E IR DIBR 4545 31 K AR 26
FUST, AL AR BRI T — A pH 5 DTT 25395 R 9
AAEEERE1, Sy 1 Bij Ik intein (4P A 55 H1 A%, Shi C 45E19M
ELPs 1) C 373 5 550 JF Y intein A O PIERL &, B N ¥
110 NEFERRFN C 31> 58 2R , C- I i Bk 285 U1 1, B
PREE FIHE SR C Sl &, 7357325 intein [ ELPs pr%:
AR IR RIS LA FGRHE R e SRR L 2R
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TEMRSNE AR AR AL BY DI b7 45, anTe] 8.,

Protein expression respectively Mix to

- A

intein-N

W, .
VA
f \ /sf g

pH shift

8 BEVIREREY
Fig. 8 Self-cleaving and assembled tag protein
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