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ABSTRACT Objective: To study the effects of crocetin on TGF-B1 stimulated signal transduction pathway in human hepatic stel-
late cells (HSC-LX2). Methods: HSC-LX2 cells were cultured in vitro and randomly divided into 5 groups: blank group, model group,
low-dose crocetin group, medium-dose group, high-dose crocetin group. Then cells proliferation were measured by MTT, the expression
of a-SMA was measured by Western blot, the gene expression of Smad2/Smad3/Smad7 mRNA were measured by Real-time PCR. Results:
Compared with control group, the model group promotes cells proliferation. It can upregulate the expression of a-SMA protein,
Smad2mRNA and Smad3mRNA and downregulate the expression of Smad7mRNA (P<0.01). Compared with model group, crocetin
group can inhibit the effect of TGF-B1 in a dose-dependent manner(P<0.05). The high-dose and medium-dose crocetin groups can down-
regulate the expression of a-SMA protein, Smad2mRNA and Smad3mRNA and upregulate the expression of Smad7mRNA (P<0.05).
Conclusions: Crocetin can upregulate the expression of Smad7mRNA and downregulate the expression of Smad2mRNA and Smad3mR-
NA in LX-2 cells induced by TGF-B1. Thus the anti-hepatic fibrosis mechanism of crocetin may be related to the inhibition of
TGF-B1/Smads signal transduction pathway.
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USRI B FEF o BRIXHBELT A6 R DU £F e AL o
TR, AT 38 i 37 TGF-B1 75 5 1 A AR 4H i (LX-2)
LR YA FEARAY  IEEAS [ 7] 2 JR LT AL R X T AL 1) T B R4t
HIFE] K TGF-B1 T it Smad2 .Smad3 .Smad7 {554+ 32341
S IR EIR IR AE BRI BT LT 4 AV F K AT RERE FHAILS

I MR 5 &

L1 SKoasa

L1l #R5iRA e, BRI EAEDREARAFR;
Recombinant Human TGFB1, 3¢ [ PEPROTECH /5 &) ; AT A&
RANARE LX-2, ¥ HRH5E 40 AT ; PRMI-1640 MEDIUM 7
#2322 [E Hyclone 24 A 5 IfiL i , #F 1 "LONSERA" A&4- L7 ;
0.25% iR A, JbIT R I FRIECA R 5 DT s i
(MTT), — H Z: AL (DMSO) , 2 [H sigma 7\ 7] ; Trizol Reagent
77 \Reverse Transcription System 15 %% 5313 &5 , Thermo Fish-
er ZEEK W RBHE A R | PCR KA &, Fi b2 RAH
Smad2 Smad3 Smad7 514y, A TAY TREARMRS AR
O TVE G BT a-SMA Z2 TR A, JURT B AR A P HoR A R
3] 5 B-actin BRI FAL Y ISR I 240, AL R A S AR Y
ARAE AT ECL B, 3 = RAEMHARAF.

112 FEME  EHBGLIES CO, MR, Ligh
TS A BRA T 5 B8 WS MR RS, PR TFOLF R A R
/vu] s Millipore SC8G = 40K £48, KE Pall AF]; 2 H 3R
1 .BIO-RAD ¥l i A5 4 XRS+, HLKk{X, ZEE BIO-RAD 2y
F]; PCR ¥ #44% , #%[¥ Eppendorf /A 7]

1.2 EWHE

12.1 MREEESR  LX-2 ZAffi7E 100 U/mL H%: 3,100 U/mL
HERER 10%ILIE Y 1640 Ji IR bR, BT 37°C 5%CO, 1)
PSR, BRI — K. TR AR R K 3] 80%-90% %5 i
I AR IR

122 SEBS4E AHAINGRE S #e & JC Mg B SRR i e 2y
SZHG YA . 25 X IRZL, TGF-B1 (5 ng/mL) ik AR R4
TGF-B1 (5 ng/mL)+ LT AERR 107 mol/L K H] 20 , TGF-B1(5

ng/mL )+ FRLLAERR 10° mol/L A57) &4, TGF-B1(5 ng/mL )+ jif
£IAERR 10° mol/L 5 e .

123 MTT JUZRRatEsE ORI F 5256, 0.25%
JERAE I BEH AL AN, B0 S B B i e 3 EUS , & 10%FBS
) 1640 52 IA L AN L 1x 10YmL A4 SR, AL
100 wL JILA 96 FLEEFRMR, B4R 3 ~EFL, # 37C 5% CO,
TEIRIGFRAE TR G FE A5 55 12 h NGRS S & TR I 1640 B
TR IR, R IR DL B 2 B 24, 4555 48 h, 2 11T 4
h B LA 5 A 20 pL MTT(5 mg/mL) 42235 5% 4 h, |5 -
I, LA 150 pL DMSO, 523384, BEAR1X 490 nm Abill
WO A, SEREE =R,

1.2.4 FEA®ZENIE(western blot)iUE o-SMA BEEHAE X
BE RN LX-2 gD T I, &8 10%FBS 11y
1640 ¥552W , £ 37°C 5%CO, {8 15 240 3G 5% , o 41 MG BE
JEH T MG R FRR G, F UL A 43537 48 h, T-igh
W, PEBCAN NG A 5 ] BCA BRI EE (I B, 828 ik
B A 5% loading, 100 ‘Ci#/K & 10 min; fiffi] SDS-PAGE #¢
B, IR L IK 5 5 B 5 6% AR W = 3 2 h I A Sebt o-SMA —
P4 CIEF IR TBST PEMR 3 U BRI AL B bR iC i — 41
FURIFFE 2 h; TBST WEAK 3 . RIVBERRER & 58, ' ECL &
R, FEE B350 _E B, B T Bio-rad [ 3 S UAY
T HIE A Y, BERNUR ST RGEHEAT IR EE 4T
ZERLLH MR R KB 5 NS E A KB B FRR B iR
B HAERTR IR

1.2.5 Real-timePCR 3% illl Smad2,Smad3,Smad7mRNA 3 iA
R LR sy AL EE, TIESH)E, F Trizol 148 BCAH A &
RNA, 1500 53800 G A T30 e 5 1 cDNA, R ST actin iy 14
SRR XS S PRI T PCR 738 5190 F 9 W3R 1, 9 1A &
454 20 WL:SYB 10 wL,7K 7 pL, AR 1 wL(100 ng/pL), - ¥iF
51491 pL(10 mol), FIE5 4 1 wL(10 mol) , §™ 4 554 Ttk
95 ‘C, 10 min; 28 95 °C, 15 s;38 & 60 °C, 1 min ;40 MEI,
FH PCR {UBEHLER A1 S8 A 48 (Ct) , A X JE (R 3R 35 43 #1 R
FH 27 CdkiE AT, THR B IR R AR Rk i

% 1 RT-PCR 5|#1/%5
Table 1 Sequence of Primers used for RT-PCR

Genes Primer Sequences Product Length(bp)

Smad2 Forward: 5’ACCGAAGGCAGACGGTAACA3' 118
Reverse: 5S'CTTGAGCAACGCACTGAAGG3'

Smad3 Forward : 5TGACTGTGGATGGCTTCACC3' 118

Reverse: 5'ACGCCTCTTCCGATGTGTCT3'

Smad7 Forward : 55CTAGTGGCCGAACCAGAACC3' 108
Reverse: 55GGAGATCCAGGAGCAGATGG3'

B-actin Forward: 5'CAGAAGGATTCTATGTGG3' 224

Reverse: S’CATGATCTGGGTCATCTTC3'

1.3 GitZED R
B >R ) SPSS19.0 G it B4t AT 40 M, 45 AL diE LAYy
Bt pRifE2EFIR(xt s), IZHIE] ELASSR A t K08 , 224 ] e 3R

FHRARI R 7 225041, P<0.05 FoRE R A it 2 L. fEEERA
Graphpad Prism5.0 X1},
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2 5R

2.1 FRLTIEERST TGF-B1 RliAY LX-2 H5H %00
55 IEH AL AR B, MB35 F TGF-B1(5 ng/mL) il

R 2 LB TGF-B1(5 ng/mL ) RIFHY LX-2 HEIERIR

PR BRI LX-2 35 A 2 (P <<0.01), T 8k £1 f€ R (107
mol/L.10° mol/L . 10° mol/L)TFi)i5 , S5H A 4 OD {E A i
W, H LX-2 (395 (P<<0.05), 558013k 2,

2 0m( n=3, x* s)

Table 2 Effects of Crocetin on the proliferation of LX-2 stimulated with TGF-g1(n=3, Xt s)

Group concentration(mol/L) A value
control 0.5387+ 0.0066
model 1.061+ 0.0236*
crocetin 107 0.9103+ 0.0505*
10 0.8453% 0.00957*
10° 0.668+ 0.0113*

Note:Compared with control group, P<0.01.compared with model group, *P<0.05.

2.2 BB TGF-p1 %A LX- 4188 a-SMA B ERIEH
A1)

Western Blot 25 R b7k, BEAIZH TGFR1 BEREHIM LX-2 41
HTE AL, B a-SMA [R5 105 4 AR 22 A i3
S(P<<0.01); SHERIZEAH LUK, 2EARET AR IR (& . 7 i 2 4
48 h J5 ,LX-2 il o-SMA 3R (135 W] AR (P <0.05), Ut
WA £ AL R X TGF-B1 A3 AY LX-2 40 i Ak H A 3l 76 1 o
R 1,

2.3 FATERXY TGF-B1 ®FH LX-2 4HFEH Smad2,Smad3,
Smad7mRNA FRi%X K200

RT-PCR 55 @R, SIEH 4 HHE, 00 TGFB1 Jill i, AR
41 LX-2 403 /' Smad2 Smad3mRNA ik [-i# (P <0.01),
Smad7mRNA ik T JH(P<0.01), IR H AL, HRLT IR |
F1 5] & 20 f# Smad2 . Smad3mRNA 3 ik T 4, Smad7mRNA
ik FIE(P<0.05), Z59L0LE 2,

3 Wi
T A AR e — A S0 S R o BEAo 2 | 1 2 M G
JETI o o PR A4 R M o AN AR MG , B B2 1A

ZIFRNIT A RO EEE T 28 | Jm B G AR T IR AT
F B BB VEIT A . SR IRy Al g s iRy Y

£ O
VAV Ay

A Svad2nRNA B
é 204 Y é 204 Srad3RNA
T 1.5 T 151 #
é 1.0 é 1.04

*
% 0.5 * % 0.5
?

Ig 0.0- 'g 00

ff@gf
YAV ayd

control model crocetinl 07 crocetinl 0 crocetinl 07

BoACtin ut® S Sl W Sy

1.5,

_?'_

o

aSVApratein3 -adtin

00

f”fff
& &

Bl | SRR LX-2 ffo-SMA BERIXHIFM
Figl Effect of crocetin on a-SMA protein expression in LX-2 cell

Note: Compared with control group, “P<0.01. compared with model group,

*P<0.05.
C
% 20, Srad7nRNA
T 1.5 * d
. .
1.0
*
% 051 #
£ 00 l I

ff@f@
VA Ay

B 2 MO EEsT LX-2 418 Smad2(A)/Smad3(B)Smad7mRNA(C)Fe ik B 240
Fig.2 Effect of crocetin on Smad2(A)/Smad3(B)Smad7mRNA(C) expression in LX-2 cell

Note: Compared with control group, “P<0.01. compared with model group, *P<0.05.
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RIS 536 M 2 R T R AL B TR . Y R S TR
ACIARAEIIT , 25 Hh 0 LA ZI e 40 R 11 fok oo 5 A 4 e A i
PRFPL, Wt s B T A ot PR RS 4k & R A3
i, TREE RS LRI, H A gL R R B, IR
T Z A 3R F-BARYT | 2 PR s i — 20 Ak 1 DG S
fitio BELTIFEF4ELL , B A0 2 2R A A% 1 2
Y T EDORERGT S IOl SR E 2 A, (1
F5L AR Z IR H B G PRI R M e Pt 45
Tk IARAS - RBRH o BH, B T3 S BT AT e 2y
YIRS A s RIAE A5

AR AR B H R T AU A 4 e, R
B 2400 iR 0 E RS TR b o FRATSE 0 R
LT AR R AL BB 2 —,  PRRZLAE A B 5
FR 1T R FOR A, Rt 2 3 A 08 ROBFE . JBET AR iR B
BTz W2 EEVE R, AEFRATRT M4 A 5% b R BB AT AL TR BE
% D03 DU SGRARARFS T 1)/ IN BT () e i e i B R AR, L
Pl P38 CTGF S8 4M i HF 123k o ARG A 13 52 56 FL i
&, ## 57 TGF-B1 i S B RSMNF - AL SR, 1E— 2 WA 41
LR T AR L K AR DGR 43 TP

A FMEHER G TR, RN K S ECM REEHT
LA RE S, o HSC 4l JE: ECM (1 EZLRIE IS, HSC
i 755 4 Disse MIBR, FEINRERAEAEFAC VitA, & 545
WY ECM, 3145 72 A — 8 I IR A 68 77 o 1E % W50 T HSC
Ab T RS B R 18 BT 20 A 4 B, 22 At it K]
TR LAb A B AL R VR T HSC, i HSC B0 313600 A
F 35 o-SMA RE S WUALET 4E A0, 350 19 HSC 385 H 43
o, RHE HSC 395, A MR 4 H AN S BU T AE I ML

IS, L, HSC 3858 3% fb 2 A 2 Ak
HIbRaE, T HSC (B4 FE AN T0 00 BEAS T4 di A i i — 25 &
B TEA SIS B BRI UE LX-2 4 R B I87E , 5 H o-SMA
TR RN, T RCAT AL R LX-2 B2 2, 1% Ak
a-SMA FiRW/D, U LA RSO W, 2 R BA G
2T S XU R LT AL BR T LA LX-2 20 M A 35 AL R 5 , 2
[iEEH IR A 0h 4.

TEARZ BT 44k R T b, TGFR1 2 i G B 1) 40 i PR 7
B2V ERESAGRT , TGFR1 {2 iff HSC i 1951 /b VLR EF
AEMM, SR FE IR DURR, ] HSC 1=, /E8 TGFR1 ME— (%
G A, Smad 7ETFEF 4l b & # EEAE L,

Smads & [ R IR IE L M EE AR R, w4k =24
Smad2 .3 FRAZ K JH 2 PE Smad (R-Smad), 7T & 56 f Y
TRRI 5K E S LB EMMBAN; 454 L4 5 A Smad
(Co-Smad)Smad4 W] 55 R-Smad 254G VpBI FE A 404 S0
7 Smad (I-Smad)Smad6.7 J& TGF-B1 {554 S H| 4+, B
5 R-Smad 3a4- THILIEL, 7€ TGF-B1 {555 A ¥ sl [z
BREREE , DT R #EL HF R, (555 28], TGF-g1 %6 5
TRRIL Z54 B UE G, -5 TRRI &5 G, (F M B N T i sr ¥
Smad2/3 #ifaft , Smad2/Smad3 F-55 Smad4 £5 A Al S5 5 5
B 5 ISR G 28 A P20, IR T 280 e St I 28 e T %
a-SMA %% 5, R-Smad 5 I-Smad 323k 2 2 AT 41 4i 4k & AR
B FHLE Z—, 9 Smad7 = K9 Smad2/Smad3 ¥ h3Hig

LATATR IR T P AR, MORMZ AT H T L

TGEB1 Syt FBRH0 2T 4 16729, Xu %5293 i TGE-B1 /) RNA

THE(SIRNA) AT I LE A A FFRIBFL AR/ N, 25281

Z21H TGF-B1.Smad3 . a-SMA ik T, Smad7 Fik i, H &

i) T LT AEAL I KR s AT RIS R IR, Bk Smad3 , MMPs £

K2 AT AR R AR , 2 Smad3 i kIS, MMPs Rik[%

%, AT AEAR AR BN EE 5 A 2/ PR e U T Smad7 19 A5

IF) 78 5 4 5 AT AR AR S B 5 4 R AR ] AR 2 401

ToRBE T AU L AU 5 Smad2  Smad3 Z3EiA ) TR,

TGF-B1 {5 538 2 BH . AL, A R Z 241 %t TGF-B1/Smad

1R Sl PRI HUF AT AR, A0 SRA B S AT PIAE

A 3E 140 ) TGF-B1/Smad 3% — 1551 i & ST AT EAL AR T

TEAWESE P, TGF-B1 H13# n] W] 2 {2 i LX-2 40 N Smad2,

Smad3mRNA F ik, #IH] Smad7mRNA f) 3K, = 7 2 41

LIERR WP TGF-B1 BiXFYER, fff Smad2,Smad3mRNAZE

KN, Smad7mRNA ik [, M — (5 T, x5 Lk

WFFRAE R — 2, RS T ELAERR F] e DU 4R pL]

i bR, fE—EWETE N, AL ] e i e it

TGF-B1 #5319 LX-2 40 fifih Smad7 ik, il Smad2 .Smad3

FIk K IE R TGF-B1 BEIRAR 555 &, DA ) A2 4R 2 i

b M o-SMA ik, KT 4R/ E R AR AR DI 23 F-VERIBL

i SR A QLA T HA B 15 5 3 o 1o A e — 2T o IRALAE

A B BURT LT R AL B A 25 (B AR IR PR — K

MERS, 75 A Rt — 2D TR T2
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