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ABSTRACT Objective: To investigate the expression of E-Cadherin in patients with human hepatocellular carcinoma(HCC) and

evaluate the prognosis of patients after liver transplantation. Methods: The expression of E-Cadherin protein was detected with

immunohistochemical analysis in 68 cases of HCC. With follow up, the prognostic value of E-Cadherin in HCC patients undergoing liver

transplantation were explored. Results: The positive expression rates of E-Cadherin protein in tumor tissues were significantly lower

than that in pericarcinoma tissues in HCC (P<0.01). The relapse-free survival rate was significantly lower in E-Cadherin positive group

than that in E-Cadherin negative group. Multivariate analysis with the Cox proportional hazards model showed that E-Cadherin protein

was an independent prognostic factor for HCC patients after liver transplantation. Conclusions: The expression of E-Cadherin protein is

an independent prognostic factor for HCC patients undergoing liver transplantation.
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Table 1 The correlation between clinicopathological parameters and the expression of E-Cadherin in HCC tissues n(%)
Clinicopathological parameters n E-Cadherin The positive expression of E-Cadherin
Gender
Male 58 25(43.1)
Female 10 4(40.0)
() Age(year)
<50 59 25(42.4)
>50 9 4(44.4)
(cm) Tumor diameter(cm)
<5.0 28 22(78.6)°
>5.0 40 7(17.5)
AFP
>400ug/L 26 11(42.3)
<400ug/L 42 18(42.9)
TNM TNM stage
~ 31 13(41.9)
~ 37 16(43.2)
Pathological grade
~ 29 21(72.4)
~ 39 8(20.5)
Tumor spread
exist 13 1(7.7)
none 55 28(50.9)
Portal vein tumor thrombus
exist 28 2(7.1y
none 40 27(67.5)
Lymphatic metastasis
exist 5 0(0.0)*
none 63 29(46.0)

P<<0.05
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Table 2 The Cox regressioin analysis of prognostic factors effecting recurrence of liver transplantation in HCC
Parameters OR 95%CI P
. 9.18 1.423~15.395 0.000
Tumor diameter
6.36 1.148~17.406 0.025
Tumor spread
E-Cadherin 6.75 1.092~8.483 0.008
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