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ABSTRACT: IL-17 is a pro-inflammatory factor which is involved in autoimmune diseases,such as rheumatoid arthritis and
systemic lupus erythematosus.It is mainly released by Th17 cell-a subtype of CD4*T cell. At present, the effect of IL-17 on the
patholagical process of rheumatoid arthritis has been widely paid attention attention. Anti-IL-17A antibodies, which are used for the
treatment of rheumatoid arthritis,psoriatic arthritis and other diseases, have been produced and entered clinical trials.But the role of 1L-17
on pathological processes still needs to be further studied, and its effects also need to be further investigated. This article mainly reviews
the expression,regulation, biological functions of the IL-17 family and the relationship with rheumatoid arthritis to supply new ideas to

the treatment of rheumatiod arthritis.
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