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ABSTRACT: Trigeminal neuralgia (TN)is a severe facial pain syndrome, but the etiology of trigeminal neuralgia remains unclear. It

is commonly considered that vascular and non-vascular oppression are main factors, and trauma is another factor of TN, which is the

result of surgical interventions performed by dentists. There are quite a number of treatment options for TN. Medical treatment is

preferred, including systemic administration and local application. Although the initial effect is obvious, it is still difficult for medical

treatment to cure TN. Furthermore, long-term use of medications could lead to many adverse effects. When medical treatment fails or

severe adverse effects cannot be tolerated by patients, surgical treatment becomes necessary, including non-destructive microvascular

decompression and destructive percutaneous techniques consisting of radiofrequency thermocoagulation, balloon compression, and

glycerol rhizotomy. Recently, radiosurgery were used to treat trigeminal neuralgia and achieved the satisfactory effects. In addition, some

other treatment methods which got effects were reported in different literatures. In this summary, we reviewed the etiology and clinical

treatment progress of TN.
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