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ABSTRACT: Matrix metalloproteinases can degrade extracellular matrix. Matrix metalloproteinase-2 and -9 are the gelatinases that
can degree collagen and elastin. The balance of matrix metalloproteinase-2 and -9 plays the pivotal role in the stability of extracellular
matrix. Extracellular matrix is one of the important components in the aortic media. The changing of extracellular matrix can result in the
injury of aortic media, which can lead to aortic disease. The overexpression of matrix metalloproteinase-2 and -9 in can degree
extracellular matrix excessively, which is related to the aortic diseases. What's more, the aortic diseases can also lead to the higer level of
MMP-2 and MMP-9. This paper reviewed the researches and progess of the relationship of the matrix metalloproteinase and the aortic
disease so as to provide a reference for the clinical treatment.
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